PART III
MECCAN SCENES AND SKETCHES

CHAPTER I

THE  MECCAN  BAZAARS

THE European, who prides himself on his practicality,
is inclined to look down on the merchant's calling, though
it is surely one of the most practical of all. The Oriental,
on the other hand, who is supposed to be the most
romantic of mortals, generally holds it in high esteem.
Therefore the Oriental, if he is less practical in that he is
slow to adopt the time-saving methods of his Western
brother, is far more logical in paying every respect to a call-
ing which is one of the chief factors in the welfare of nations.
Moreover, the Oriental's attitude towards travelling proves
him to be far more practical than he is generally believed
to be. As a general rule he takes to roving, either to lay
up for himself treasures in heaven by visiting holy places,
or to better his condition in life by trading in foreign parts.
If he is a pilgrim he combines the spiritual and the wordly
aims above-mentioned, strong in the Prophet's assurance
that it shall be no crime in him if he seek an increase from
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